The Most Important Questions

In today's busy world, we spend much of our time responding to the demands of our careers, our families, our health, and our hobbies.  However, we often don't take time to ponder some of the biggest issues of life:  What is the purpose of our lives?  What do we think about God?  What will happen to us when we die?  

According to the Bible – the most credible book on earth – there are answers to these questions.   The Bible says there is only death of the body, that our souls and spirits will live forever.  However, it emphasizes there is a choice of two places for each of us to spend that eternity.  It refers to one as heaven, the other as hell.

Sin  – anything contrary to God’s requirements for us –   causes all people to be condemned by God:  “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
  “The wages of sin is death and the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The Old and New Testaments of the Bible tells us that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
  In the time of the Old Testament (from the beginning of history to Jesus), God required that animals be killed as sacrifices for sin and their blood shed to cover over the sins of the people.  But in the time of the New Testament (from Jesus on), about 2000 years ago, God gave his final solution for sin.

Because God so loved the world He had created, He made a provision that would allow your sin and my sin to be forgiven.  In the supreme act of love, God gave his only begotten
 Son to die for you and me on a cross so that Jesus’ blood would cleanse from sin all those who believe on Him and give them eternal life
 ─ salvation.
Salvation means to be cleansed from sin, to be forgiven by God and to have eternal life.  What does it mean to “believe on Him” so that we may have salvation?  That is a critical question so let’s look at what the Bible says.

Salvation is a gift.  We can’t earn this gift.  We can’t do enough good deeds to gain it.  We could go to church all our lives, never missing a meeting, yet not have salvation.  We can give everything we have to the church, or to the poor, but that doesn’t merit salvation.  Salvation is a gift from God.

Salvation is freely available to all, but not everyone chooses to receive this gift.  Each of us must accept the gift in the manner that God requires.  How does one accept this gift?  In order to understand that, let’s look first at who Jesus is. 

The Bible has many prophecies of a coming Messiah – the Christ.  Jesus fulfilled those prophecies.  He is the Messiah of God.  Jesus is the Son of God, he is our Saviour and Redeemer.  He is also called Master, King of kings and Lord of lords.  However, the overwhelm-ing emphasis of the Bible is upon Jesus as Lord!  When Jesus’ birth was announced  by angels to the shepherds the angels said, “A Saviour has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord!

Jesus said God gave him all authority in heaven and on earth.  So we may more easily believe that the Lord Jesus has all power and authority in heaven and on earth,
 God authenticated Jesus as Lord by the miracles Jesus performed.  Beginning with making wine out of water, Jesus healed all manner of sickness, cast out demons, healed a man born blind, and raised a little girl and a widow’s son from the dead.  He walked on water, stilled a great storm by his word, fed thousands from a few loaves and fish, raised Lazarus from the dead after he had been dead four days, plus many more miracles.  God proved Jesus has all power and all authority in heaven and on earth.

The Bible says each person who would be saved must have a personal relationship with Jesus as LORD:  “Confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead and you will be saved.”

What does it mean to have a personal relationship with  Jesus as LORD?  It means you receive Him into your life as your master (your boss) and your king.  You give your life to Him and thereafter seek to live in a manner that is pleasing to Him.  

If Jesus is our master and king, we must be his servant.  “Servant” is one of the titles the Bible has for those who follow Jesus.  The difference between a good servant and a bad servant is the good servant obeys his master.  And that is what the followers (disciples) of Jesus must do.

Jesus said the first and greatest commandment is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind.”
   The Bible teaches that Jesus is God
 and Jesus and God the Father are one.  God’s first desire is for us to love Him and to love the Lord Jesus.   The Bible says  love for God is to obey his commands.

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey me.”
  If we pledge to obey Jesus as our Lord, He promises to ask God (his Father) to give us the Holy Spirit.
   Jesus said those who have his commands and obey them are the ones who love Him.  He promised He would love them and the Father would love them.
  He also said, “If you obey My commands you will remain in My love,”
 and “You are My friends if you do what I command.”
  Jesus is the source of salvation for all who obey Him.

What are we to obey?  Just before Jesus ascended into heaven He gave this command about new disciples:  “Teach them to obey all that I have commanded you.”
  Why should we obey all Jesus commanded?

Jesus’ words and commands are special!  Jesus said:  "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away."
  “The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life."
   

Why would Jesus’ words be so special?  Jesus told us,  “I do nothing on My own but speak just what the Father [God] has taught me.”
  Whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”
   

Everything Jesus said was God’s will!   Jesus warned: 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.”
   

Yes, Jesus said only those who obey will be saved from the consequences of their sin.  Does that mean that you and I can earn that salvation by our obedience?  Not at all.  The Bible says that our obedience to the Lord is the result of our faith in Him, 
  and must be motivated by love.
  When we love God and place our complete trust and allegiance in Him, we naturally want to obey Him. 

Can we have salvation if we claim Jesus as our Lord but do not obey Him?  The Bible says, “The man who says, ‘I know Him,’ but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”
  Jesus asked, “Why do you call me Lord but do not do what I command?”
  The Bible says,  “He [God] will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord.”
 

Jesus warned:  “Many will say to me on that day [the day of judgment], ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!’”
   Why would these people be condemned?  Because they had never submitted to Jesus as Lord; they did not obey him; they did not do the will of his Father. 

Salvation is a costly gift.  Though it cannot be bought nor earned, in order to receive God’s precious gift of salvation each person must be willing to receive Jesus as their Lord, to obey Him, to put Jesus ahead of all others,
  to humble themselves as a little child,
 and to give up everything they have.
 

Jesus does not ask us to make an uninformed decision.  He wants us to count the cost before deciding to follow Him.
  The cost may be high.  It will cost some their lives.  It may cost relationships, jobs, promotions and property.  It is only when we decide that following Jesus is more important than anything else that we can become his disciple.  

As we receive Jesus as our Lord and pledge to obey Him as our Master for the rest of our lives, He asks the Father to give us the Holy Spirit.  It is then that our lives are flooded with the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
  How many people with more wealth of the world than they can spend would give it all for love and joy and peace – which they cannot find?

When God's Spirit comes to live within us, we are born again – that is, God sees us as starting all over from the beginning with a clean slate.  Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again” (John 3:3).   We have become citizens of a different kingdom – we have been born into the Kingdom of God. 

When God gives us the Holy Spirit He becomes our Father and each of us his son or daughter.   God is jealous of that relationship.  Jesus commanded:  “Do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and He is in heaven.” 

Each of us has the choice of the reward of heaven and eternal life with God or the punishment of hell and eternal separation from God.  Please consider carefully your choice.

When you are ready to make the commitment to receive Jesus as Lord of your life and to obey Him the best you can the rest of your life, just tell Him.  He will respond.  You will receive the Holy Spirit and your life will begin to be changed.  Then tell others; confess Jesus as Lord!   Find a Bible believing, Bible teaching church.

Then study the Gospels – the first four books of the New Testament in the Bible. Study everything Jesus said.  See how it applies to your life and obey it.  Watch how God transforms your life.  

You can download a FREE study course of “Teachings and Commands of Jesus” at:

http://www.bereanpublishers.co.nz
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