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Introduction

A battle hasraged in theologicd circlesin the last few decades about the eternal security
of the believer, sometimes called "once saved, dways saved." Let's examine thisissue, asusud,
only on the basis of what Scripture says and nothing dse. We must cast aside whatever
preconceptions we have, whatever teachings we have heard from men, and be prepared to
accept God's word for what it says.

Why should we bother to congder this subject? st it sufficient to Smply have aclose
relationship with Chrigt as a servant of the Lord and seek to obey himin dl things? For those
who have that, of course that is sufficient. But there are teachings, such as the " once saved,
adways saved” doctrine that cause people to claim to be Chrigtians, pointing with conviction to
the day on which they confessed their faith, but thereafter living as the world, indistinguishable
from theworld. In many communities thereisahigh leve of hypocrisy with “ Chrigtians’
attending church on Sunday but throughout the week living lives which riva in wickedness the
worgt of unbelievers.

Two teachings come immediately to mind which siress the spiritual danger of such
beliefs and actions. Jesus limited entrance into the kingdom when he said, “Not everyone who
saystome, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven but only he who does the will of
my Father in heaven.” 1 Paul narrowed the passage into the kingdom even further when he
said, “For those God foreknew he aso predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”2 There is no salvation for those who
do not do the will of God — they will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Sdlvaion islimited to
those who are conformed to the likeness of Jesus Chrigt, God's Son. The likeness to which all
believers can be conformed is the commitment to do the will of God.3

It does not maiter if someone made asincere confesson of faith at some earlier time if
he later does not do the will of God and is not conformed to the likeness of his Son. God
predestined this qudification for dl who would be saved. Only those who satidfy this
qudification will be the brothers (and sigters) of the Lord Jesus4

The Believer Is Secure In Christ

Can anyone or any demonic force drag us againgt our will from the safety and shelter of
our Lord? If we are determined to believe and be faithful, is there any force in heaven or on
earth that can snatch us from our position in Christ and cause us to be damned?

Praise God, the answer isNO!  Paul answered that conclusively for us:

“For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor

1 Matthew 7:21.

2 Romans 8:29. Thisis not a scri pture which states that certain people are predestined to be saved. Itis
a scripture which states that God predestined the qualification for those who will be saved.

3 Seethe chapter titled Predestination for a more complete discussion of this verse, part of the book,
Obedience: the Mark of a Christian, a book not yet published.

4 Matthew 12:48-50: He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” Pointing to his
disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven
is my brother and sister and mother.”
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depth, nor anything else in al creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that isin Christ Jesus our Lord.”>

The Holy Spirit would not have adlowed Paul to write thet if it were not true.

Likewise, the Lord Jesus said the same: “My sheep listen to my voice; | know them,
and they follow me. | give them eternd life, and they shdl never perish; no one can snatch them
out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than dl; no one can snaich
them out of my Father's hand.”6

End of subject. We are secure. Together, Paul and Jesus have enumerated every
external thing or person or power that we can imagine could come againg us. Paul even went
further saying, “nor anything esein dl creation,” to make sure anything anyone could imagine
would be covered. Thereisno power in heaven or on earth that can separate us from the love
of God in the Lord Jesus Christ or that can snatch us out of the hand of our Father or the Lord
Jesust We know that with certainty because Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given tome”’

Though there has been little physicd, religious persecutionin America, in much of the
world Chrigtians are subject to great persecution and even daughter. That would seem to put in
question the prior statements about our security in Christ. But no, just the opposite. Paul taught
us. “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God isfaithful; he will
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will dso
provide away out S0 that you can stand up under it.”8 We may wonder how that can be when
we read of the thousands upon thousands of committed believers who were daughtered by the
Roman Catholic Church. Many were dowly burned to degth at the stake. Y e, they kept the
faith and would not deny their Lord and hisword. Often the victim would be offered, even
pleaded with, to renounce his views and save hislife. But these early martyrs knew that Jesus
sad, “Whoever wants to save hislife will loseit, but whoever loses hislife for me will find it.”
Yes, they traded ther earthly life for eternd life. Paul, not knowing whether he would live or die
while imprisoned in Rome said, “For to me, to liveis Christ and to dieisgain.”®

The great temptation at the end of the age will be to deny Christ and accept the mark of
the beast. Jesus said many will recant the faithto but that will be their choice. God will not
permit a temptation — even one to deny the faith — to come againgt us that we are not able to
bear. If (or when) we face torture or execution for our faith, we can remember with assurance,
“Our Lord Jesus knows we can face this and not succumb to the temptation to deny him.”

What Explanation Is There For Those Who Leave?

There seems little disagreement that people who have been part of a Christian
felowship do not dways continue as believers. Likdy most long-time Chrigtians know
examples of people who have |eft the faith.

Those who believe true believers can never lose their salvation once truly converted
(saved) say that those who do leave the faith were never redly saved.

5 Romans 8:38-39. These scriptures and all others cited will be from the New International Version of the
Bible unless specifically stated otherwise.

6 John 10:27-29.

7 Matthew 28:18.

8 1 Corinthians 10:13.
9 philippians 1:21.

10 Matthew 24:10.
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That argument is quite presumptuous. It requires making a judgment about another's
gpiritua condition without knowing the facts. Innumerable people were once consdered faithful
but, for various reasons, fell away, sometimes denied the faith and other times became horribly
wicked. Those who make this argument say that even though they were once consdered
faithful, they redlly were not saved.

A Group Left John’s Fellowship

They make this argument from Scripture found at 1 John 2:19: “They went out from
us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have
remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.” That
gtatement by the Apostle John is quoted as support for the argument that those who leave the
faith were never redly part of it.

Was John giving us a spiritud principle? | don't think so. He was smply reciting afact
about something that had actudly happened in his church. Through spiritud discernment he was
ableto say “they did not really belong to us” As additional evidence for that he states that they
would have remained had they belonged.

Who these people were we can only speculate. It may have been a group that came
into John's fellowship together. They may have dready had some exposure to the Christian
faith or they may have been inquirers. 1t ssemslikey they stuck together and fashioned
doctrines opposed to true faith in Christ. They may have been trying to spread these false
doctrines within John's church.

The issue that caused these people to leave must have been very fundamentd to the
faith as John called them antichrigtst! — avery harsh characterization. If these had been people
who hed falen away from the faith, he surdly wouldn't have used such language.

John stated that if they had been part of the fellowship “they would have remained
with us” Doesn't this support the once saved, ways saved doctrine? At first blush it seems
to, if Johnis saying that everyone will remain who istruly saved. Buit istha what John was
saying? People who tend to fal away from the faith tend to do so individually, not in groups.
It is usudly the introduction of a different doctrine or heresy that will cause agroup to leave.
Thiswas a group of people that left John's church.

John was spesaking about something that must have been widely known because he
didn't bother to darify it further or further identify the group which left. He may have spoken of
it because of the rumor of a church split, S0 he made this statement to clarify or quash the
rumor. Hislanguage made clear that this wasn't a mere difference of opinion about doctrine;
these people were found to be antichrists and that's why they left.

The Scriptural Call To Perseverance

|. Throughout the New Testament thereis a congtant call for perseverance in the faith.
That cal can only make senseif it is possble not to persevere. Otherwise it becomes an
OXymoron.

Let'slook at scriptures that emphasi ze the need to persevere to be saved and that tell
what hgppensif one doesn't persevere:

111 John 2:18.
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“Now, brothers, | want to remind you of the gospel | preached to you,
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this
gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to theword | preached to you.
Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” 12

This passage should be clear to dl without ambiguity. Paul describes abeliever who
accepted Paul's version of the gospel. Hopefully we agree that Paul had the gospel right. He
did not preach error.

In this passage, Paul iswriting to believers— he cals them brothers. These people had
received Paul's gospdl; they had taken their stand on that gospdl.

Paul assures the believersthat they are saved i f they hold firmly to that gospd. But then
he states clearly, “ Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” Hedid not say that if they didnt
persevere they had never believed. No, he said i f they didn't persevere they had believed in
van.

. A smilar teaching by Paul isfound a Colossians 1:21-23:

“Once you were dienated from God and were enemies in your minds
because of your evil behavior. But now he [God] has reconciled you by Christ's
physical body through degth to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and
free from accusation — if you continuein your faith, established and firm,
not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. Thisisthe gospd that you
heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which
I, Paul, have become a servant.”

This marvelous passage is a satement of the gospel. Again Paul writesto bdievers.
“He hasreconciled you . . . to present you holy inhissght . . .” But then, again, the
qudification: “if you continuein your faith, established and firm, not moved from
the hope held out in the gospel.” Paul goeson to say thisisthe gospe he taught them —
his gospd. His gospd included the qudlification that the believer must persevere to be saved.

[11. The writer to the Hebrews wrote in many passages the essentid requirement of
persevering in thefaith. Inthefirst one, he describes a believer who experienced everything
God offers to the believer:

“It isimpossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have
tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted
the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they
fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are
crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.”13

The writer described an enlightened believer who tasted the heavenly gift, received the
Holy Spirit, and knew the goodness of the word of God. Nevertheless, the writer recognized
that sometimes even such a person fdls away.

Hiswarning is severe. He dates that if such a person fdls avay he can never come
back — afearful thought!

The author is not saying such a person cannot fal away; he impliesthey can. In one of
the severest warnings in Scripture, he warns that such cannot come back to the faith.

121 Corinthians 15:1-2.
13 Hebrews 6:4-6.



Is the Believer Eternally Secure? by Bernie Koerselman
Find at http://www.bereanpublishers.co.nz | see False Doctrines
Page 6

V. The author warns again at Hebrews 10:26-27:

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sinsis left, but only afearful expectation
of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.

At Hebrews 6:4-6 the author speaks of others. In this passage he includes himsdf. He
says "If we. .." There can be no doubt that he is speaking to believers as we can safely
assume heisone. He speaks of a person who has received the knowledge of the truth, not just
heard it or not just exposed to it. No, someone who actually received it — abeliever.

Here the author is reinforcing the need for a changed life for those who are believers,
that they must give up alife of an, that they must be holy. If they ddiberately refuse and
continue in sin, they face only judgment and raging fire.

The author makesit clear thisis not the discipline for "sons' he later describesin
Hebrews 12. No, thisis punishment — judgment and raging fire— that will consume the
enemies of God. No believer is subject to that.

The author continues to reinforce that teaching at the end of the chapter as he speaks of
the righteous:

“‘But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, | will
not be pleased with him.’

But we are ot of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of
those who believe and are saved.” 14

He dtates the principle we know to betrue. The righteous will live by faith. But what if
the righteous no longer live by faith? The writer continues with God's response: “If he shrinks
back, 1 will not be pleased with him.”

The author then contrasts those who shrink back with those who believe. Those who
shrink back are destroyed; those who believe are saved.

The one who shrank back was not ways an unbdiever but rather one God described
as his “righteous one.”

V. Peter spoke to the same subject. He was speaking againgt false teachers who
mouth empty, boastful words and gpped to the lustful desires of sinful human nature, and who
entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error, promising them freedom, while
they themsdves are daves of depravity — for aman isadave to whatever has mastered him. 15
Then Peter describes the fate of people who are seduced by fase teachers:

“If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they
are wor se off at the end than they were at the beginning. It would have been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have
known it and then to turn their backson the sacred command that was passed
on to them. Of them the proverbs aretrue: ‘A dog returns to its vomit,” and, ‘A
sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud.’” 16

He begins by describing atrue beiever — one who has escaped the corruption of the
world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrit.

14 Hebrews 10:38-39.
15 3 peter 2:18-29.
16 3 peter 2:21-23.
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Continuing, Peter recognizes that some again become entangled in the world, and
overcome. Their find condition, he says, iswor se than if they had never known about
Christ.

This explanation prohibits the interpretation that this person isjust abeliever who is
being disciplined by God, but who isredlly saved. How could any believer be worse off than if
he had never known of Christ? The end of those without Christishell. It gppearsthe
punishment in hell is grester for those who have not persavered, who have proved unfaithful
after once having known and been in the faith.

Peter concludes his letter with the further warning:

“Therefore, dear friends, since you aready know this, be on your
guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless
men and fall from your secure position.”7

Peter recognizes that our position in Christ is secure, just as we saw as we began this
study. But he says we can fal from our secure position which agrees with the previous
scriptures. Hewarns usto be on guard. He knows that we can be carried away by the error of
lawless men.

VI.  Notice how similar isthe teaching of Jesus. He contrasts two servants, one
who isfathful and perseveres, another who tires and fals away:

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in
charge of the servantsin his household to give them their food at the proper time?
It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he
returns. | tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of dl his possessions.

“But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himsdf, ‘My master is
staying away along time,” and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and
to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that servant will come on a
day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut
him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 18

Note firg that both are servants. Both began in the faith serving the Lord. Both are
servants with responsible positions in charge of others.

Jesus commends the first and assures he will be rewarded for hisfathfulness. Not so
with the second servant. It didn't matter that he had once been so faithful that he was promoted
to apogition of responshility. It only mattered that when the master came back the servant was
not fulfilling the duties assgned to him. Instead he was abusing those in his charge and engaging
inalicentious life-style.

Note the severity of the punishment. It is more severe than in any other parable told by
Jesus. Isit because he was an overseer of others?9 Hewas*“ cut to pieces’ and consigned to
hell with the hypocrites.

17 2 peter 3:17.
18 Matthew 24:45-51.

19 James gave asimilar warning: Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because
you know that we who teach will be judged more gtrictly (James 3:1)..
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VII. Jesustaught that there are people (branches) who will be in him (the vine), but
who will produce no fruit. Hesaid God will cut off such branches?0 (people) and
throw them into thefiredd He sad it thisway:

“If anyone does not remain in me, heislike a branch that is thrown
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned” (John 15:6).

This passage is interpreted very differently by those who claim the doctrine of once
saved, aways saved. But for those who do not start with that predisposition, the passageis
plan.

The difference in this passage from prior passagesis that the believer must produce fruit.
If he does not, he will be cut off. In prior passages we've seen that same result for those who
deliberately continue to sin or who are once again entangled in the world.

Jesus taught a parald teaching in the parable of the talents2! Y ou remember that each
servant was given a different number of taentsto invest before the master left on ajourney.
Mos did well, doubling the amounts entrusted to them.

One sarvant did not. He was given atalent but buried his talent in the ground, offering it
back to his master when he returned. In the parable of the vine and the branches, the branch
(the believer) was given the life-giving sap from the vine but did not use it to produce fruit. In
both parables, the servant accomplished nothing with what was given him.

The end isthe same for each. Jesus said of the servant who wasted histaent: “Throw
that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”22

These two parables show punishment and damnation for not producing fruit, not using
that given to us by God to produce gain for the Kingdom. Isthiswhat Paul referred to when he
said, “We are God' s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for usto do?’23 If so, it would be a case of disobedience, refusing (or
falling) to do that which we were commanded to do, which God prepared in advance for usto
do.

A further corroboration is found in the parable of the sower.24 The seed was sown on
four kinds of soil. Only one of the soils produced acrop. Of that soil, Jesus explained, “The
one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands
it. He produces a crop, yidding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”2> The true
believer perseveres and produces fruit, a crop, according to what God has given him to do.

Wheat about the other three soils? Two of those are materid to thisstudy. Thefirgt is
not. Of it Jesus said that the seed sown on the path is like a person who hears the message but
does not understand it; the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.26
The second, seed sown on rocky soil, represents a person who hears the word and receives it
with joy. He becomesanew believer. But snce he has no root, he lasts only a short time.
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly fals away.2” Hedidn't

20 john 15:2.

21 Matthew 25:14-30.

22 Matthew 25:30.

23 Ephesians 2:10.

24 Matthew 13:3-8, Mark 4:3-8, and Luke 8:5-8.
25 Matthew 13:23.

26 Matthew 13:19.

27 Matthew 13:20-21.
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persevere. Thethird is one where the seed was sown among thorns. He aso hears the word,
but the worries of thislife and the deceitfulness of wedlth choke it, making it unfruitful .28

Of the four soils which received the seed, only one persevered and produced fruit. The
second and third, though receiving the seed — hearing the word — failed to persevere.

Those who produce no fruit may be disobeying the will of God by failing to do those
good works which God prepared in advance for usto do.”2? From the foregoing scriptures we
see that bearing fruit for the kingdom isimportant. Could we actudly lose our salvation because
we failed or refused to do those good works which God prepared in advance for us to do?
Perhgps thet is aform of rebelion againgt God.

Can Someone Who Left the Faith Come Back?

Weve seen one example — Hebrews 6:4-6 — where the writer said, "No! He
cannot.” That seemsto be where a bdiever experienced dl that God had for him and il
turned away.

One of the arguments of those who claim once saved, always saved, is that people
cannot be born again and then unborn, and then born again, etc. But theirsis an argument of
man.30 What does Scripture say?

Paul assured the Romans thet it is possible to repent and come back to the faith. This
discusson isfound in Romans 11. He spoke of believers as branches of an olive tree where
Jesusisthe root and trunk. Hefirgt told of the Jews (branches) who were broken off and the
Gentiles (wild olive shoots) grafted in. He said those branches (the Jews) were broken off
because of unbdief, and you (the Gentile believers) sand by faith.

Then Paul'swarning: “Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. For if God did not spare
the natura branches, he will not spare you either.”31

Isthat dear? Paul isteling Gentile believers who stand by faith to be afraid, thet if
they fdl into unbelief they will be broken off just asthe Jews had. Then Paul'scdl to
perseverance and further warning:

“Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to
those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness.
Otherwise, you also will be cut off” (Romans 11:22).

But then Paul gives the good news, that those who did fall away because of unbelief
could regain their faith and their place in the kingdom:

“And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is
able to graft them in again” (Romans 11:23).

Isthat alone exception in Scripture, that a person who |eft the faith can come back?
Not at dl. The entire book of Galatians concerns a church that has strayed into false teaching
by the Judaizers. Paul urges them to rgject that fase teaching and come back to the faith. He
telsthem, “I fear for you, that somehow | have wasted my efforts on you.”32

28 Matthew 13:22.

29 Ephesians 2:10.

30 |saiah 55:8-9: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the
Lord. “Asthe heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts.”

31 Romans 11:20-21.

32Gal. 411
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Can they come back? Paul says, “My dear children, for whom | am again in the pains
of childbirth until Chrigtisformedinyou. . .”33 Paul wants them to be born again, again!

Werethey ever true believers? Indeed they were. Paul describes their early state:
They recaived the Spirit, began with the Spirit, God gave his Spirit and worked miracles among
them. 34

Doesn' this conflict with Hebrews 6:4-6 which states that once a beiever who has
experienced al God offers and falls awvay cannot come back? It first appearsto. The passages
can be distinguished, however, by why the former believer falsaway. If the person fdls avay
through unbdlief, or because he fals prey to false doctrine, he can come back to the faith upon
redlizing his error and repenting. The Hebrews 6:4-6, 10:26-27, and 2 Peter 2:18-29 must
refer to those who ddiberately choose to continue in sin or who love the world and choose to
go back into it.

Is Salvation Conditional?

Of courseitid Everyone should know that unless a person has a saving faith they will
not be saved. That isacondition: A saving faith.

Congider other conditiond statements. John 15:10: |f you obey my commands, you
will remainin my love, just as| have obeyed my Father's commands and remainin hislove;
John 15:14: You aremy friendsif you do what | command; Hebrews 3:14: We have come to
sharein Chrigt i f we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at firg.

In passages reviewed earlier, Paul aso conditioned salvation upon perseverance: . By
this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word | preached to you. Otherwise, you have
believed in vain.” 35 And, “— if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from
the hope held out in the gospel.” 36

Peter agreed. In 2 Peter he began with an exhortation to the believers to make every
effort to add to their faith goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly
kindness and love.37 He continued, “For i f you possess these quditiesin increasing measure,
they will kegp you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Chrigt. Butif anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he
has been cleansed from his past Sins. Therefore, my brothers, be al the more eager to make
your calling and election sure. For if you do these things you will never fdl, and you will receive
arich welcomeinto the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”38

Likewise with obedience: Jesus said, "I you love me, you will obey what | command;
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever.”39

Imagine that satement! If we love Jesus, wewi |l obey him. If welove and obey him,
he will ask the Father to give us the Holy Spirit. |s he saying that only those who commit to
obey him receive the Holy Spirit? Consider the corroboration given by Peter: "We are
witnesses of these things, and so isthe Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey

33 Gal. 4119

34 Galatians 3:2-5.

351 Corinthians 15:1-2.
36 Colossians 1:23.

37 2 Peter 1:5-7.

38 2 peter 1:8-11.

39 John 14:15-16.
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him" (Acts5:32). Iseven savation linked to obedience? Consider Hebrews 5:9: He [Chrit]
became the source of eterna sdvation for all who obey him.40

What About the End-Times?

Many people, including thiswriter, believe we are in the end-times of the world aswe
know it. Jesus specifically discussed this period in Matthew 24. Consider what he said: “At
that imemany will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and
many false prophets will appear and decelve many people. Because of the increase of
wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will
be saved” (Matthew 24:10-11).

Jesusis describing the greet fdling away that isto take place in the end-times. We
aready can see it aswe look around in Christendom. The old established churches are growing
cold, many people arefdling away. Yet God isdoing anew work in others, bringing many to
svation.

Is the 20th Century Different?

In the Apostolic Age the gospd was fresh and new, told by those who had been taught
by Jesus. If it were possible for peopleto fdl away from the faith then, though they had been
believers, how isit that many in 20th century Christendom claim that once a person has made a
sncere confesson of faith he cannot be lost?

Are we s0 much different or better? Has God changed? Scripture says, Jesus Chrigt is
the same yesterday and today and forever (Heb. 13:8).

From the Author of Hebrews

The author of Hebrews was concerned about the perseverance of the new Chrigtians.
Chapters 2 and 3 have many warnings about falling away. | fed a sense of urgency ashe
warns.

“We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard,
so that we do not drift away. For if the message spoken by angels was binding,
and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we
escape if we ignore such a great salvation?” 41

Thewriter iswriting to Chrigtians— people in the faith. But he acknowledges that they
can drift away. Lest there be a mistake, he makes sure the reader understands that he is talking
about savation, not smply rewards or punishment. He implies that the punishment for drifting
away will be the punishment due those without savetion.

Next he establishes that our salvetion is conditiond: “But Chrigt isfaithful asason over
God's house. And we are his housg, i f we hold on to our courage and the hope of which
we boast.”42 Note again the emphasis on perseverance. He's speaking to Chrigtians but states
that Chrigtians who hold on to their courage and hope are part of God's house. Those who do
not hold on are not!

40 For afull discussion, see What the Bible Says About a Saving Faith by Bernard K oerselman.
41 Hebrews 2:1-3.
42 Hebrews 3:6.
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Findly, the writer establishes that a Christian can develop a sinful, unbdieving heart that
can be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. He wrote:

“Seetoit, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that
turns away from the living God. But encourage one another daily, aslong asit
is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitful ness.
We have cometo sharein Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we
had at first.”43

Again the condition. We Chrigians sharein Chrigt i f we hold firmly till the end the
confidence we had at first. Note the parallel with Jesus letter to the Church a Ephesus where
he admonishes that they have forsaken their first love*4 The writer makes clear that Christians
can become hardened by sin and turn away from God. If that were to happen, such a
person would no longer share in Chrigt; such a person has no savation.

Israel — Finally Lost Though Earlier Redeemed

One of the great stories of the Old Testament is of the |sraglites being rescued from
Egypt by God under the leadership of Moses. God's mighty power was manifest as he smote
Egypt with plague after plague, culminating with the plague of the death of the firstborn of every
house that did not have the blood of alamb put on the top and both sides of the doorframe.

We now know that the salvation of Isradl from Egypt was atype of the salvation which
Chrigt would bring. Just as the firstborn were spared by the blood of alamb without blemish
when its blood was put on the doorframe, so we are spared if we are cleansed with the blood
of the perfect lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, who was sacrificed for our sins on the cross.

|sradl was redeemed from davery in Egypt just as Christ redeems us from davery to sin.
At that point we sometimes stop our analysis of Isragl as a type — representing the Chrigtian
believer.

But the andogy can be continued. The author of Hebrews explainsit to us “Who
were those who were redeemed from Egypt by God's mighty outstretched hand? Were they
not al those Moses led out of Egypt?’4> They dl received God's sdvation from davery in
Egypt.

Not only that, these same people were beneficiaries of more miracles as God protected
them in the desart. Firgt he parted the Red Sea so they could escape the Egyptians who were
pursuing them. Then he supernaturally provided manna astheir daily food. When they were
without water, he supernaturally provided water from arock! When they complained about
lack of meat he provided quail.

Not only had these people been saved by God, they witnessed the continuing power of
God through those miracles. It is the same with Chrigtians today who have been redeemed,
born again and cleansed from sn, and who frequently see God's divine hand providing and
protecting.

43 Hebrews 3:12-14.

44 Revelation 2:4-5: “You have forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you have
fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, | will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place.”

45 Heh. 3:16.
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The Isradlites had even more. They were led by acloud of fire. They knew when to
move and when to stay by when the cloud moved or stayed. Chrigtians today have God's
word, the Bible, and God' s Holy Spirit to instruct them whether to move or stay.

The Isradlites had the incredible experience of Mount Sinai when Moses went up into
the mountain and obtained the law — the ten commandments — from God. They saw light
radiating from him after he had been in the presence of God. Even so, as Christians, we have
the occasona mountain-top experience with God, powerfully experiencing his love and power
and presence.

But the Isradlites back-did. When Moses was up on Mount Sinai for 40 days and 40
nights, the people became impatient. They prevailed upon Aaron to make a golden caf which
they worshipped. Imagine! After dl they had experienced from God — the miraclesin Egypt,
the deliverance in the desert, the supernatura provision of food and water — they went back to
Egyptian idol worship.

The same is sometimes true with Chrigians. Though they had atrue salvation
experience, they have arelgpse, go back into the world and abandon their faith in God through
the Lord Jesus Christ.

But just as God forgave Isradl, S0 God will forgive the Chrigtian who repents and
renews his vows to trust and obey Jesus Chrigt as his Lord.

Can One Rebel and Be Lost Forever?

The andogy with Isradl and the Christian can be continued directly from Scripture.

The purpose of the Israglites trek across the desert was to get to Canaan, the land
flowing with milk and honey, the hope they had since leaving Egypt, the destination God
promised them. Similarly, the Chrigtian leaves Egypt — the world — with the hope of one day
getting to heaven, the place of rest God has promised for those who believe in — follow and
obey — his Son.

The ultimate disobedience of Israel occurred as they were about to enter the promised
land. Suddenly they believed the report of giantsin the land and were afraid. Why were they
afraid? Becausethey lacked faith in God. They rejected the God that delivered them, that
provided for them and protected them. When it came to a new venture, entering the promised
land, they feared the giantsingtead of trusting God.

God's response to their lack of faith is given by the author of Hebrews:

“Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses
led out of Egypt? And with whom was he [God] angry for forty years? Wasiit
not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert? And to whom did
God swear that they would never enter hisrest if not to those who disobeyed?
So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief”
(Hebrews 3:16-19).

God was angry with them because of their Sns of unbelief and disobedience. How
angry? He swore they would never enter hisrest. Y ou know the rest of the story. God turned
them away from Canaan and forced them to wander in the wilderness another 40 years until l
the adults that had left Egypt died in the wilderness (except Joshua and Caeb who were faithful
and trusted the Lord).

How many “Chrigians’, | wonder, are the same as the | sradlites who refused to enter
Canaan? How many fear the world, the enemies of God, or death itsdf? How can atrue
Chrigtian fear when heis a servant of the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the Son of God who
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has been given dl power and authority in heaven and on earth? All powers are in subjection to
him. Neverthdess, “Chrigians’ who have had atrue salvation experience, like the Israglites,
turn back to the world and abandon their faith in God.

Is this areasonable analogy, the |sraglites about to enter the promised land and the
Chrigtian who has the hope of entering heaven and the presence of God? That isfor you to
decide. God called Canaan — the Isradlites promised land — “hisrest”; isn't the Christians
promised rest in heaven? The writer to the Hebrews makes the andogy between the Isradlites
and Chrigians himsdif:

“Let us [Chrigtiang], therefore, make every effort to enter that r est
[heaven], so that no one will fall by following their [Israelites] example of
disobedience [unbelief].” 46

Almogt an entire people — the |sradlites — were once saved but then lost. How then
can people say today that if a person is once saved he can never be logt?

Jude spoke of the same lesson: “Though you dready know dl this, | want to remind
you that the Lord ddlivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not
believe”4” Aswe saw in Hebrews, disbelief issin. God judged them for sin, for disobedience,
and for unbelief. They are dl related. The person who believes will make every effort not to sin
and to be obedient. Those efforts are the evidence of atrue faith.

In spite of dl this evidence, there are those who will say, "They were never saved, they
never believed, they were dways sinful and disobedient. That's why God judged them.”

Lest one take that argument serioudy, Jude continued with an andogy that cannot be
misunderstood: "And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned
their own home — these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on
the great Day."8

Would these same people say that the angels were never true servants of God? Jude
says they had pogtions of authority. They were faithful to God until Satan tempted them and
caused athird of the angelsto "abandon their own home" and follow hisfase promises. God is
now holding them for judgment.

Can the Righteous Become Unrighteous In God"s Eyes?

The premise of the eternal security advocate isthat once one has been redeemed and is
clothed with the righteousness of Chrigt that he can never lose that secure position. God made
sure we had a very clear passage to disabuse us of such thinking. It comes from the Old
Testament prophet Ezekid.

One can guessthat an eternd security argument was being made in the time of Ezekid
by those who had once followed God but now were living in sin. They may have been speaking
of thar past righteousness and obedience and claming that they were in right slanding with God
because of their past faithfulness. What do you suppose God said to that argument?

Firs God dedls with the issue of repentance, of turning from sin and turning to God.
Ezekid rdates to us the words of God:

“But if awicked man turns away from all the sins he has committed
and keeps all my decrees and does what is just and right, he will surely live;
he will not die. None of the offenses he has committed will be remembered

46 Hebrews 4:11.
47 Jude 1:5.
48 Jude 1:6.
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againgt him. Because of the righteous things he has done, he will live. Do | take
any pleasure in the death of the wicked?’ declares the Sovereign LORD.
“Rather, am | not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?’4°

But then God dedls with the opposite case, the righteous man who has become wicked.
Again, God speaks.

“But if arighteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin
and does the same detestabl e things the wicked man does, will he live? None of
the righteous things he has done will be remembered. Because of the
unfaithfulness he is guilty of and because of the sins he has committed, he
will die.”50

Just the opposite result, isn't it? Repent and live, gpodtatize and die! Unbdievably, the
|sradlites gave the same argument to God the eternal security advocates claim today who say
God would be unjust to damn a person who was once abeliever. The Israditesadso sad, “The
way of the Lord isnot just.”5?

God responded: “Hear, O house of Isradl: 1smy way unjust? Isit not your ways that
are unjust?’52 That same response is gppropriate for those who today claim one can never be
logt if once saved. God continued, reinforcing what he had previoudy said:

“If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin, he
will diefor it; because of the sin he has committed he will die. But if a wicked
man turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just
and right, he will save hislife. Because he considers all the offenses he has
committed and turns away from them, he will surely live; he will not die.”53

Note how similar these scriptures are to the New Testament scriptures we've aready
reviewed, particularly those in the book of Hebrews>4

After giving them these truths, God exhorted the children of Israel. Consder hiswords
asif to the 20th century church:

“Therefore, O house of Israel [O Church], I will judge you, each one
according to his ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from
al your offenses; then sin will not be your downfal. Rid yoursaves of al the
offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will
you die, O house of Israel [O Church]? For | take no pleasure in the death of
anyone,” declares the Sovereign LORD. “Repent and livel”55

Y es, the message is as appropriate today asit was for the house of Isradl. There are
many among us who clam God would be unjust if once oneis saved he can ever fdl into
perdition. The church has absorbed the world to the extent it is now worldly rather than
sanctified and set apart from the world. Indeed, we need anew heart and anew spirit — the

49 Ezekiel 18:21-23. Note the si milarity to the New Testament as taught by Peter: "The Lord is not slow
in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance” (2PE 3:9).

50 Ezekiel 18:24.

51 Ezekiel 18:25. Seealso 18:29.

52 Ezekiel 18:25.

53 Ezekiel 18:26-28.

54 Review Hebrews 6:4-6, 10:26, and 10:39.

55 Ezekiel 18:30-32.
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Holy Spirit — that Jesus said will be given to those who obey him.56 Just as God said, "Repent
and live" Jesus firg recorded command is, " Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.'s?

We — who cdam to be his followers — would do well to obey hiscommand. Let us
repent of our evil ways, our evil doctrines, and follow him as our Lord and Magter.

Blot Out From the Book of Life

Most Chrigtians are likely aware that in order to be saved, a person must have his name
written in the Lamb’ s book of life. Speaking of the last judgment, the Apostle John wrote, “If
anyone s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”58
This is the place where the devil was thrown, aong with the beast and the false prophet.>°

Mogt serious students of Scripture are aware of the Lord's admonition to the church at
Sardisfound a Reveation 3:1-6. In it, Jesus speaks of the few people who have not soiled
their clothes, who will walk with him, dressed in white, for they are worthy. Then he saysthe
generd statement, “He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. | will never blot out
his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his
angels.” 60

Remarkably, there are those who say, “ Jesus said he will never blot the person’s name
from the book of life. That does not mean that there are others whose name he will blot from
the book of life” Such an interpretation assumes Jesus is just suggesting a possibility that will
not or can not exigt, not meaning what he is saying.

Besides a sraightforward reading and understanding, an incident with Moses removes
the possibility of such amisunderstanding.

The setting is in the desert when Maoses has come down from the mountain from atime
with God. God warned Moses that the people had become corrupt, that they had cast their
gold inthe form of an idol to worship it. God threstened to destroy the people. Moses
interceded for the people and God relented. Moses punished the people, then went back up
the mountain to intercede again for them before God. He said, “But now, please forgive their
an - but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.” 61

The Lord replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me | will blot out of my
book.”62

God has said he will blot out of his book those who sin againgt him. That is exactly the
circumstance to which Jesus spoke to the church a Sardis. 1t was a church which thought itself
dive. Jesussad it wasdead. He called them to remember that they received and heard; obey
it and repent.63

56 John 14:15, Acts 5:32.
57 Matthew 3:2.

58 Revelation 20:15.

59 Revelation 20:10.

60 Revelation 3:5.

61 Exodus 32:32.

62 Exodus 32:33.

63 Revelation 3:3.
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Pastor To Pastor

When people in the same vocation talk to each other about their profession, they spesk
differently than they do to those outside their vocation. Doctorstalk to each other in their own
language about their unique concerns. The same istrue with lawyers, dentists, architects,
farmers, bricklayers, cod miners, factory workers, and pastors.

Only apastor can truly empathize with the hopes and heartbreaks of another pastor.
Only he can understand the needs, the problems, the discouragements another pastor faces. As
pastors share with one another, they can uniquely encourage each other.

Paul Shares With Timothy

It was that kind of situation when Paul wrote to Timothy. Not only was Timothy
another pagtor, he was brought into the ministry by Paul and trained by him. Thustheir past
relationship helped them communicate.

It was only to Timothy and Titus — both pastors — that Paul told the requirements for
deacons, overseers, and eldersin the church.4

Timothy hed aspecid relationship with Paul — Paul called him his son. Doubtless he
fdt like hisfather in the faith. He knew Timothy was somewhat frail of hedlth, and that he was
young congdering his respongihilities. So he spoke in more detail with Timothy about their
work and the condition of the people they served than he did with others.

Spiritual Condition of the People

Paul began by reciting red problemsin the church, that certain people were teaching
fa se doctrines, devoting themsealves to myths and endless genedlogies. He reminded Timothy
that these promote controversy rather than God's work which is by faith. Hetold Timothy to
command such people to stop such fase teachings. He explained, “The god of this command is
love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Some have
wandered away from these and turned to meaninglesstalk.”65 Here Paul speaks of people
who have had a sincere faith and wandered away from it.

Paul reminded Timothy why he was giving him further indructions, “so that by following
them you may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have
rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.”66

When Paul enumerated the requirements for overseers, he commanded: “He must not
be arecent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the
devil.”67 Thisisamog vauable statement to controvert the false doctrine of “eterna security.”
Paul admits the personisa recent convert, not just someone who appearsto be. Even more
than that, he must be a person showing leadership ability and desire to serve. Paul knows that
maturity in the faith is necessary so that such a person does not become prideful by being given
authority too quickly. Paul demolishes the notion of many fase teachers of the eternd security

64 1 Tim. 3:1-13, Titus 1:6-9.
65 1 Timothy 1:5-6.

66 1 Timothy 1:18-19.

67 1 Timothy 3:6.
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doctrine that such a person will smply lose rewards but not his savation. Paul saysthe fate of
such apersonisthe same as the devil — to be thrown into the lake of fire.68

Paul later discussed the various groups of people in the church and how Timathy should
act toward each group. When he discussed young widows he shared specid insight that applies
to our subject matter:

“Asfor younger widows, do not put them on such alist. For when their
sensua desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to marry. Thus
they bring judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge.
Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house.
And not only do they become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things
they ought not to. So | counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to
manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for dander. Some
have in fact already turned away to follow Satan.” 69

Paul does not suggest that these young widows were not once true Chrigtians. He
Speaks of their dedication to Christ. But the desires of the flesh and bad habits can lead to a
gnful life. Paul says he knows of ingtances where they left their dedication to Christ to
follow Satan.

Paul aso warned about those eager to become wedlthy. “For the love of money isa
root of dl kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wander ed from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs” 70

Paul shared his prophetic ingght into the future: “The Spirit clearly saysthet in later
times some will abandon the faith and follow decelving spirits and things taught by demons.” 71
Only a person who has something can abandon it. Paul sees through the Spirit that believing
Chrigians will leave the faith for false doctrines.

Knowing the need to remain true to the faith, Paul urged Timothy: “Be diligent in these
matters; give yoursdlf wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch your life
and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and
your hearers.”72 Surdly Paul knew that Timothy was atrue believer. Nevertheess, hefdt it
necessary to remind him that he must persevere in the faith in order to be saved.

A find warning closed Pau'sfirg letter: “Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to
your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing idess of what isfasdy cdled
knowledge, which some have professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith.
Grace bewith you.” 73

Perhaps there has never been atime in history equd to the information age in which we
live. If ever there were "opposing ideas’ it isnow. Dawin's Theory of Evolution is such false
knowledge. Without any scientific evidence of intermediate types — necessary if evolution
were true — the schools, the government, and the world advance this crestion-denying doctrine
in opposition to God. Many in the church have embraced thisfalse doctrine. Have they
wandered from the faith?

68 Revelation 20:10.
69 1 Timothy 5:11-15.
70 1 Timothy 6:10.

71 1 Timothy 4:1.

72 1 Timothy 4:15-16.
73 1 Timothy 6:21-22.
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Paul"s Second Letter

Imprisoned and expecting to die, Paul recites to Timothy what has happened to him.
After encouraging him in the faith, he shared with him a disgppointment: “Y ou know that
everyone in the province of Asa has deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.” 74

Needing Timothy's company, Paul urged: “Do your best to come to me quickly, for
Demas, because he loved thisworld, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica” 7> In
order to understand the gravity of the charge againgt Demeas, it is necessary to understand what
it means spiritudly to love thisworld. The Apostle John explained that if anyone lovesthe
world, the love of the Father isnot in him.76 James spoke even more strongly: “You
adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?
Anyone who chooses to be afriend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” 77 Did Paul
suggest that Demas had never been atrue believer? No. Isit reasonable to suggest that a
person with Paul’s spiritua discernment would not know if Demas was just putting on ashow, a
gpiritua front? No. But the pull of the world was greater than the thought of staying with a
friend who was imprisoned and sentenced to die and remaining faithful to Christ. According to
James, Demas became an enemy of God.

Speaking about those who engage in godless chatter, Paul warned: “Their teaching will
spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have wandered away
fromthe truth. They say that the resurrection has aready taken place, and they destroy the
faith of some” 78 Again Paul names specific people who have eft the faith. He goes further,
saying their false teachings have caused othersto lose their faith. Never does Paul say that
these were people who were never redly in the faith. Rather they are people who were in the
fath, but who |eft the faith, who wandered away from the truth, and who destroyed the faith of
others.

A Misinterpreted Saying

Findly, Paul gives Timothy atrustworthy saying:

“If we died with him, we will aso live with him; if we endure, we will
aso reign with him. 1f we disown him, he will also disown us; if we are
faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himsalf.” 79

Conggtent with his other writings, but gravely misnterpreted in the 20th century, Paul
recites truths of the faith. But those advocating eterna security must twist the obvious. They
may say, “If we once died with Christ — in asincere confesson of faith or through baptism —
we will dso livewith him. Therésthe promise!” But Scripture says we are daily®° to die to
sf and gn. It isnot aone-time event.

74 2 Timothy 1:15.

75 2 Timothy 4:9-10.
76 1 John 2:15.

77 James 4:4.

78 2 Timothy 2:17-18.
79 2 Timothy 2:11-13.
80 |uke 9:23.
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Perseverance is a congant theme of Paul'sletters, that if we endure we will reign with
him. Then the obvious truth, though disavowed by eterna security advocates. “If we disown
him, hewill aso disown us” They may say that can only refer to unbelievers, those who were
never redly in thefaith. But thet fliesin the face of experience. Likdy anyone mature in the faith
has known initidly enthusiagtic Christians who later wandered from the faith, began to love the
world, and findly disowned Christ and Chridianity.

Even the last portion of the saying ismisnterpreted: “If we are faithless, he will remain
fathful, for he cannot disown himsdf.” The eterna security proponent glesfully says, “ See!
Heresthe proof. Even though I'm unfaithful, he will be faithful. No matter what | do, | can't
lose my sdvation.” But that's not what the passage says. It says God will remain faithful, he
cannot disown himsdlf; it does not say he cannot disown the one-time believer. 1t does not
matter if we are faithful or not faithful. God isfathful. Towhat ishefathful? Isit to the fanciful
notion that if we ever once made a Sncere commitment to him that he would thereafter remain
fathful to save us— to take usto heaven? Not at dl. The passage says God isfaithful to
himsdf, to his character, to hisword. Being faithful is part of God's character. God is dways
fathful to hisword. Hisword says that grave judgment will befal those who do not persevere
to theend. The writer to the Hebrews stated:

“If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sinsis left, but only a fearful
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of
God.”81

The writer reminds us, “It isadreadful thing to fal into the hands of the living God.”82

Conclusion

We have seen many links between loss of salvation and continuing in sn. Don't we
expect salvation to be based on our faith? How isit, then, that this author frequently tells us that
if we kegp on snning, we will be treasted and punished as an enemy of God? Hopefully you
agree that no Chrigtian will expect judgment and the raging fire reserved for God's enemies.

The key to thisisfound in the second section of What the Bible Says About A Saving
Faith.83 Thereit isexplained that fath — asaving fath — is outwardly manifested (made
evident) by obedience, fruit, and good works. Remember, obedience and good works are not
doneto earn sdlvation. Savation isagift. Nothing we can do can earnit. But everyonewho is
saved has qudified for that salvation by having a saving faith. They will be noted for their
obedience and good works, most notably, their love for one another — the evidence of a
saving faith. If one ddiberately kegps on sinning, it is obvious to God and to man that such a
person no longer has a saving faith, even though he may have once had such afaith.

81 Hebrews 10:26-27.
82 Hebrews 10:31.
83 Bernard K oerselman, What the Bible Says About a Saving Faith, (Berean Publishers- Chandler, AZ).



