Fraud and Deceit in the Presentation
of the Gospel

Part I: Fraud

By Bernie Koerselman

Fraud is defined as an intentiona misrepresentation (or one made with reckless disregard
for the truth) intended to cause aperson to act to hisinjury in rdiance upon the
misrepresentation. Asan atorney | am by training aware of the definition.

What isthe primary “fraud’ in the presentation of the Gospel? Y ou may be astonished a
how fundamentd it is. It hasto do with the person of Jesus Christ. The presant emphasis
in the Chrigtian church ssemsto be on Jesus Chrigt as our Savior. The invitations from the
pulpit are usudly, “ Acoept Jesus as your Savior and you will have eternd lifel”

Sometimes there is a varidion that Sates, “If you bdieve Jesus died on the cross for your
ansyou will have eternd life” Arethose satements biblicaly true?

Nowhere in Scripture doesit say or suggest that believing in or accepting or receiving
Jesus as Savior can save us. On the other hand, it is clear from Scripture that Jesus must
be our Savior if we areto have eternd life. The first announcement of hisbirth sated, “a
Savior has been bornto you™ (Luke 2:11). Somehow the Chridtian culture has gpparently,
cardlesdy assumed that because Jesus must be our Savior then we need only accept him as
Savior.

Likewise, nowhere does Scripture say or suggest that we can have eternd life by bdieving
in something Jesus did. Virtudly al the scriptures that dedl with savetion exhort usto
bdieve in him — the person of Jesus (e.g., John 2:11, 3:15,16,18, 6:40, 7:39, 8:30, Romans 4:24, 1
Peter 1:8).

If we're not to believe in, acocept, or recaive Jesus as Savior (or believe in something he
did) in order for Jesus to be our Savior and to gain eternd life, then what are we to do?

What did Jesus say? Jesustold hisdisciples, “You cdl me‘ Teacher’ and “Lord’, and
rightly so, for that iswhat | am” (John 13:13). Jesussad, “I told you that you would diein
your sins, if you do not believe that | am the one | daim to be, you will indeed die in your
Sns’ (John 8:24). He described his authority as Lord when he said, “All power and
authority has been given to mein heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28:18).

Scripture states we are to believe in, accept, and receive Jesus as our LORD!  Perhaps the
most familiar salvation scripture is Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your mouth, * Jesus
isLord,” and bdieve in your heart that God raised him from the deed, you will be saved.”
Likewise, Paul told the Philippian jailer, ““Beievein the L ord Jesus, and you will be
saved—you and your household” (Acts 16:31). That was the message of the early church —
the church that persevered through intense persecution! They received Jesusas Lord
(Colossians 2:6). Paul exdamed, “We do not preach oursdves, but Jesus Christ as Lord!”
(2 Cor. 45). An especidly convincing scripture to meis Paul’s summary of hisminidry to

the Ephesians. “1 have dedlared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turnto God in
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repentance and have fathin our Lord Jesus’ (Acts20:21). He taught the same to the
Thessaonians, “God did not gppoint us to suffer wrath but to receive sdvation through our
Lord Jesus Chrigt” (1 Thess. 5:9) and to the Romans, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift
of Godiseternd lifein Chrigt Jesusour Lord” (Romans 6:23— see also Romans 5:21).

Peter confirmed Paul’ steaching. At Pentecost he preached, “ Everyone who calson the
name of theL ord will be saved” (Acts2:21). He concluded his sarmon, “God has made this
Jesus, whom you crudified, both Lord and Chrigt” (Acts 2:36). Later he taught, “In your
hearts set gpart Christ asLord” (1 Peter 3:15).

What doesit mean for Jesusto be our Lord? He must be our master, our King, our
sovereign, the one who has totd authority over our lives. | explained it to my grandson as,
“He must be your boss”

If we listen to what is preached in many of our churches we would surely declare that the
primary messege of Scriptureisthat Jesusisour Savior. But isthat the primary message
of Scripture? Not a dl. Inthe New Testament, Jesusis cdled Savior only fifteen times.
Nine times God the Father is referred to as Savior. Jesusisreferred to as L ord 618 times,
forty times more often than as Savior.

I's the distinction between Savior and Lord important? Isit important that we believein
Jesusasour Lord? Theissueis of eterna consequence, whether or not we have eternd
life. The proof isfound in an unusud scripture. Again it was Paul teaching:

“For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might bethe Lord
of both the dead and the living” (Romans 14:9).

How can that be? Doesn't Scripture teach that Jesus died and rose again to atone for our
sns, to redeem us, so that we may be judtified before God, so that we will be reconciled to
God and presented haly in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation? Of course
it does. Can Romans 14:9 be reconciled with those redemptive purposes for which Jesus
died and rose again? Yes, by recognizing thet dl those redemptive purposes are vaid only
for those for whom JesusisLord! The reason Jesus died and rose again was so he might
be Lord of al, knowing that he would be Savior only of thase for whom heis Lord.

Chridianity is often referred to as ardationship, not ardigion. The diginctionin
relaionships isimportant as we note the differences that would arise from recelving Jesus
as Savior versus receiving him as Lord. If he could be only our Savior, then the

rel ationship would be between Savior and the one saved. When Jesusis our Lord, the
relationship becomes Lord and servant.

Which réelationship does the New Testament teach? Overwhemingly we are taught that
the believer is a servant, or even adave, of the Lord Jesus. Scripture teaches: “You are
not your own; you were bought a a price (1 Cor. 6:19). Isn't thet the condition of adave,
not free but owned by a master?

The New American Standard Version of the Bible correctly defines our relationship to the
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Lord Jesus as his bond-servant. The bond-servant is a specia category of servant. Itis
described & Exodus21:5-6: “But if the servant dedlares, ‘| love my magter and my wife
and children and do not want to go freg,’ then his master must take him before the judges.
He shdl take him to the door or the doorpost and pierce his ear with an awl. Then he will
be his sarvant for life” Thiswas the case of the person who had sold himsdlf into davery
but found his condition as a dave was far to be preferred to his prior circumstances. He
chose to ay with his magter as his bond-servant. The magter often honored him with a
gold earring asasymbol of his specia satus as a bond-servant.

The conditions of abondservant are: (1) It isvoluntary, (2) confessed publidly, (3) out of
lovefor hismedter, (4) davery — giving up everything, and (5) for life. Those are the same
requirements for those who would follow Jesus and receive him astheir Lord.

The New Testament writers declared themsdvesto be bond-servants: Paul (Romans 1:1),
James (James 1:1), Peter, (2 Peter 1:1), Jude (Jude 1:1) and John (Rev. 1:1). All true bdievers are
declared to be bond-servants. “THE Reveation of Jesus Chrigt, which God gave Him to
show to Hisbond-ser vants, the things which must shortly take place; and He sent and
communicated it by Hisangd to Hisbond-servant John, . . .” (Revelation 1:1, NAS).

Jugt asthe rdaionship is drameatically different when Jesusisour Lord, so isour response
to Jesusasour Lord. If Jesus could be only our Savior, our response would likely be
gratitude for saving us from God's wrath. When Jesusis our Lord and we are his bond-
servants, our primary reponse to him is obedience out of love.

Scripture confirms that obedienceis our proper response to our Lord Jesus. The writer to
the Hebrews related sdvation to obedience: “He (Jesus) became the source of eternd
sdvation for dl who obey him” (Hebrews 5:9).  Jesus expected obedience from his
followers. He asked those who dlaimed to fallow him as Lord but did not obey, “Why do
you cdl me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not dowhat | say?’ (Luke6:46). Jesus said there could be
no savation without obedience: “Not everyone who saysto me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who isin heaven”
(Matthew 7:21).

Obedience isimportant as the natura response of our relationship as servant to Jesus as
our Lord. Itisaso evidencethat Jesusistruly our Lord. It should be no surprise then that
Jesus made obedience apart of hislast ingructions to his church. First he dedlared his
Lordship: “All power and authority in heaven and on earth has been given unto me’
(Matthew 28:18). Then hetold his followers what he expected them to do in his absence.
“Go into dl the world and make disciples of dl nations’ (Matthew 28:19). Hetold them two
things they were to do with these distiples. “Baptize them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey dl that | have commanded you”
(Matthew 28:19-20).

If I werein acourt of law prosecuting the church for fraud in its presentation of the
Gospd, | beieve many churches would stand convicted. Does your church, and do you,
present Jesus Christ asLord? Does your church, and do you, make it clear that thereisno
sdvation unless Jesusis Lord? Does your church, and do you, teach that obedience isthe
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necessary evidence (to God) that Jesusis Lord? Findly, doesyour church, and do you,
obey hisfind command to teach new disciples to obey everything Jesus commanded?

Those who present salvation as acoepting Jesus as Savior dmogt invariably dso fail to
teach the importance of obedience. That double error leads to gill another sdlvation
denying problem concerning the Holy Spirit.

Itis correctly stated thet dl true believers are indwelled by the Holy Spirit. Scripture
teachesit is essentid to have the Holy Spirit if we are to have salvation: “And if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Chrigt, he does not belong to Christ” (Romans 8:9).

We know we must belong to Chrigt to be saved because Jesus said, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”’ (John 14:6).

Many church |leeders gpparently believe that the Holy Spirit automaticaly indwells those
who “accept Jesus as Savior”. But isthat what Scripture says?

Jesus told us how and under what conditions the Holy Spirit isgiven: “If you loveme
youwill obeywhat | command. And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Counsdor to be with you forever — the Spirit of truth” (John 14:15-17). The conditionsare
that we must (1) commit to obey Jesus (2) out of love. Then he will ask the Father who
will give usthe Holy Spirit. Scriptur e corroborates that teaching as Peter defended the
disciples before the Sanhedrin. Spesaking of the Holy Spirit he said, “ . . . the Holy Spirit,
whom God has given to those who obey him” (Acts 5:32).

Jesus explained the reaionship resulting from obedence to his commands

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who lovesme. He
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and | too will love him and show mysdif
tohim” (John 14:21).

And again he sad, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our homewith him. He who does not
love mewill not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they
belong to the Fether who sent me” (John 14:22-23).

Notethet it is those who love Jesus and obey his commands that are loved by God the
Father and Jesus and they will come and make their home with them (through the Holy

Spirit).

If we are not taught we must believe in and receive Jesus as Lord then we are likely not
taught that we are to obey him. If we do not commit to obey him, we will not receive the
Holy Spirit. Theinitid misrepresentation of the Gospd has led to three different reasons
why such people will be denied savation.

Congder Jesus chilling warning: “ Many will say to me on thet day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many
miracles? Then | will tell them plainly, ‘1 never knew you. Away from me, you
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evildoers’” (Matthew 7:22-23). Who are these people that Jesus never knew? They had not
received him as Lord, nor did they obey him, nor had they received the Holy Spirit. But
didn’t they prophesy in his name, drive out demons and perform many miradesin his
name? Yes, indeed. That ispart of the great deception that even now isin the church.
Didn't Jesuswarn, “For fase Chrigts and fa se prophets will appear and perform greet
sgns and miracles to deceive even the dect—if that were possble’ ? (Matthew 24:24). They
will deceive by doing these thingsin Jesus name.

A church that has been deceived by a fraudulent representation of the Gospd, that lacks
teaching on the need to obey, and that is not empowered by the Holy Spirit would be
smply part of a Chridtian culture. It would lack power and discernment. 1t would be
lukewarm; its members would hardly be distinguishable from the rest of the world; and it
likely would begin to compromise fundamentd bdiefs  Ultimatdy it might question the
infalibility of Scripture, then the deity of Jesus, the truth of the resurrection, and perhaps
openly dlow sinin the church and pulpit by accepting homasexuas and ordaining
homosexud pastors. Such churches might dso chase after various cdlaimed manifestations
of the Spirit but lack the discernment to know whether such manifestations are of the Holy

Soirit.

How closaly does that describe some of our churches today? | fear many of our churches
are part of achanging Christian culture rather than firmly anchored on the unchanging,
immovable rock — the Lord Jesus and hisword.

Inacourt of law, fraud isactionable. Contracts can be voided when fraud is used to
induce a person to enter into the contract. In our churches we make representations to
induce people to make decisons that will immessurably dter their livesforever. These
decisions have far-reaching ramifications. Those who believe and accept our
representations will change their lives and their life styles. They will give their money to
the church and serve in the church in various capadities, taking time, Sometimes
sacrificidly, from their other activities.

If we induce them to make that decison based on fraud — by presenting false information
— we can do immessurable harm. Not only may such persons not have asaving faith — and
therefore not have salvation — but aso they may become disillusoned and never thereafter
be willing to make a saving commitment to Jesus.

Yearsago | began to suspect that one of the evidences of fraud in the presentation of the
gospd isthe high percentage of people who quickly desert the church after having “made
acommitment.”

Ray Comfort'sBride of Heaven, Pride of Hell confirmed my suspicions. Ray quotes
datidics of amgor denomination in the United States that disclosed it obtained an
incredible 294,784 decisons for Chrigt in 1990. Y, in 1991, it could only find 14,337 in
aChrigian fdlowship. There were 280,447 decisons that couldn't be accounted for. The
leedership hed no dlue asto why this hgppened, but could only condude, "Something is
wrong!" The trend continued. 1N August 1996 aleading U.S. denomination reveded that
during 1995 it secured 384,057 decisons, but retained only 22,983 in fdlowship. It
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couldn't account for 361,074 supposed conversons. Ray told of another crusade a which
600 decisons were obtained, no doubt with much rgjoicing. But 90 days later, follow-up
workers couldnt find even one person who was going on in hisor her faith. In1991in
Cleveland, Ohio, 400 decisons were obtained in anlnner City Outreach, but, again, later
not one person could be found who continued in the faith.

Ray quotes Charles E. Hackett, the Divison of Home Missions Nationd Director for the
Assamblies of God inthe U.S.:: "A soul at the atar does not generate much excitement in
some circles because we redize gpproximately 95 out of every 100 will not become
integrated into the church. In fact, most of them will not return for a second vist.”

This phenomenon is not unique to the U.S. According to Ray, a pastor in Boulder,
Colorado sent ateam to Russain 1991 and secured 2,500 decisons. The next year they
found only 30 persevering in ther faith. In Leeds England, avisting U.S. spesker
acquired 400 decisons for alocd church. However, Sx weeks later only two were going
on, and they eventudly fell awvay. A pastor who traveled to India every year since 1980
told Ray he saw 80,000 decison cards stacked in a hut in the dity of Rgamundry, the
"results’ of past evangdigtic crusades. But he maintained that one would be fortunate to
find even 80 Chrigiansinthe entire city. Thet is /10 of 1%.

Ray ds0 cited Satidtics of the Barna Research Indtitute that indicated 62% of Americans
say they have ameaningful reationship with Jesus Christ. However, a Gdlup Pall, taken
around the same time, reveded something interesting about aspecia group of 6-10% of
Americanswho say they are Chrigians. Mr. Gdlup sad of them:

"These people are abreed apart . . . they are more tolerant of people of diverse
backgrounds. They areinvolved in charitable activities. They areinvolved in
prectical Chridtianity. They are absolutely committed to prayer.”

Nel Andersonin The Bondage Breaker, page 107, datesasmilar datidtic, saying, "It is
my observation that no more than 15 percent of the evangdicd Chridtian community is
completely free from Satan's bondage.” Though Nell generoudy spesks of the remainder
as Chrigtians, from his description of them they have the behavior traits of those described
in GAaians, Ephesians and Reveation who (Scripture says) will never enter the Kingdom
of heaven.

Ray Comfort'semphasisisthat we dont tdl the truth — again fraud and deceit— when
bringing peopleto Chrigt. Asaresult, the seed is scattered on stony ground and though
received with rgoicing the person fdls awvay quickly in times of difficulty and/or
persecution. | agree with Ray that there must be a 100% honest presentation of the gospel.

The sequd to thisarticle is Deceit in the Presentation of the Gospd.  The combination of
fraud and decalt is likdy the reason that 95% or more of the people who “come to faith”
quickly fal away.

Unless otherwise stated, Scriptures were taken from The New International Verson, (Grand Rapids, M1 :
Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.



